
 

 
Academic Competitiveness Grant (ACG) 
High School Rigorous Course of Study Validation Form 
 
_____________  ____________________________  ___________________________ 
Date   SSN or MCC ID    Email Address 
 
____________________________  _______________________  _____ 
Last Name    First Name     M.I. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address 
 
__________________________________   ___________  ____________ 
City      State   Zip 
 
_______________________________________  _______________________ 
High School Attended     Date Graduated (MM/YY) 
 
_____I reviewed the requirements and determined that I did NOT complete a rigorous course of study or 
_____I hereby authorize high school officials to release information regarding my high school transcript and/or 
academic records to Muskegon Community College. 
 
________________________________________  ____________________ 
Student Signature     Date 
 
 
TO BE COMPLETED BY THE H.S. DESIGNEE: The student identified above may be eligible for an additional 
grant in the amount of $750-$1,300 based on this validation.  When validation is complete, please return this 
form and attach a copy of the FINAL High School Transcript to MCC’s Financial Aid Office. 
 
The student identified above graduated from__________________________________________on ________ 
      Name of High School      MM/YY 
and completed one of the following rigorous courses of study (see reverse side): 
 

I. _____Completed State Scholars Initiative Requirements or a set of similar courses 
 

II. _____Completed Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate courses 
AP exam #_______Score______    AP exam #_______Score_____ 
AP exam #_______Score______    AP exam #_______Score_____    High School Seal 

  
III. _____Completed Michigan Merit Standards 

 
IV. _____Completed out of state requirements in_____________________ 

               State 
 ____________________________________________________ 

Type of rigorous course requirement (validated by out of state school) 
 

V. _____Did not complete a rigorous course of study. 
 
______________________________________________        _______________________            _____________ 
Print Name of Principal or Designee         Phone Number           Date 
 
______________________________________________   
Signature of Principal or Designee                                                                                                                  Rev 03/09 

FACXXACG 



 
Michigan Recognized Rigorous Secondary School Programs of Study 

 
If otherwise eligible, all students, including private school students, home-schooled students, students 
enrolled in Department of Defense Overseas Schools, and Bureau of Indian Affairs students may qualify 
for an ACG under the rigorous secondary school program of study options pre-recognized by the 
Secretary.  These options include a set of courses similar to the State Scholars Initiative and the Advanced 
Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses and test scores as detailed below.   
 
The eligibility options for a student graduating from secondary school in Michigan from January 1, 2009 
through June 30, 2009 are: 
 

• Michigan Scholars.  This program, part of the national State Scholars Initiative and patterned 
after the recommendations of the National Commission on Excellence in Education, requires at 
least: 

o Four credits in English (English I-IV); 
o Three credits in math (Algebra I, Algebra II and geometry); 
o Three credits in science (biological science, physical science and chemistry); 
o Three credits in social studies (world history, economics, American history, U.S. 

Government); 
o Two credits in a language other English; 
o Plus district graduation requirements 

 
• A set of courses similar to the State Scholars Initiative.  This program of study requires passing 

grades in the following: 
o Four years of English; 
o Three years of math (including Algebra I, and a higher level course such as Algebra II, 

geometry, or data analysis and statistics); 
o Three years of science, including one year each of at least two of the following courses:  

biology, chemistry, and physics; 
o Three years of social studies; and 
o One year of a language other than English. 

 
• Advanced Placement (AP or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses and test scores.  This 

program requires a minimum of two Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate 
(IB) courses in high school and a minimum passing score on the exams for those classes.  
Students must score 3 or higher on AP exams and 4 or higher on IB exams. 

 
• Michigan Merit Standard.  This program requires: 

o Four credits of English; 
o Four credits of math (including Algebra I, Algebra II, geometry and one credit in the 

Senior Year); 
o Three credits of science (including biology, physics or chemistry, and one additional 

science credit); 
o Three credits of social studies (U.S. History and Geography, World History and 

Geography, Economics (half credit) and Civics (half credit)); 
o One credit of physical education and health; 
o One credit of visual, performing, or applied arts; and 
o One on-line learning course or experience. 
o Links to credit expectations and guidance: 

 www.michigan.gov/highschool  

http://www.michigan.gov/highschool

