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What can you do to help? 

Support our students.  

Work at your best to assure 

that they know that we care 

Get involved in on campus ac-

tivities, including the strategic 

planning process 

(strategy@muskegoncc.edu) 

Get involved in your com-

munity, schools, church, gov-

ernment or related organiza-

tions.  The more the commu-

nity understands that we are 

interested, the more effective 

we can become. 

Finally, as usual, please let me 

know how I may be of service 

to you by contacting my office 

at 231-777-0303 or via email at 

dale.nesbary@muskegoncc.edu.   

Enjoy the holidays and the best 

to you and your families. 

Dale Nesbary, Ph.D. 

President 

Hello students, faculty, and 

staff.  The Mission of Muske-

gon Community College 

states that the College helps 

students meet their educa-

tional goals by offering pro-

grams òthat respond to indi-

vidual, community and global 

needs.ó As President of MCC, 

it has become clear to me 

that these words are truer 

now than in any time in our 

history.  As we move into the 

second decade of the new 

millennium, I would like to 

share some information 

about the state of education 

in Michigan and the nation.  

 

First, a telling statistic: Of 

every 100 Michigan ninth 

graders, only 18 will graduate 

within six years of the time 

that they matriculate or enter 

college.  This clarifies in a 

meaningful way that all of us, 

including faculty, staff, and 

administration need to work 

with our incoming students 

to ensure that they are suc-

cessful.  Another statistic:  50 

percent of all jobs in the na-

tion to be created by the year 

2025 are òmiddle skilledó 

positions.  These are jobs 

requiring a high school di-

ploma and up to an associate 

degree or equivalent.  Nota-

bly, only 15 percent of jobs 

created will require less than 

a high school education.  A 

final statistic:  A 2009 study 

reports that of the 5.5 million 

workers in Michiganõs work-

force, nearly 70 percent will 

be a part of the workforce in 

the year 2020. 

 

What do I take away from 

these statistics? 

Community colleges have 

a mandate to support the 

education of our young peo-

ple 

At least half of the jobs 

created in the foreseeable 

future will require at least 

some college 

To remain competitive, 

we must focus on assuring 

that our students and work-

force an educated, trained 

and competitive 
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Wellness Wrap 

Do You Know What CATS Are? 
If your answer is 

òdemanding and disdainful 

furry mammals often found 

in houses they allow hu-

mans to live in also and 

whose chief goal in life is to 

sleep and shed hair,ó you 

are incorrect. Thatõs a defi-

nition of cats---lower case 

letters. 

CATS, all upper case let-

ters, is an acronym for 

Classroom Assessment 

Techniques. These tech-

niques are used by instruc-

tors at any time during the 

semester to see if students 

are really understanding 

what the teacher wants to 

be understood. For exam-

ple, one CAT is called the 

òMinute Paperó; what the 

instructor does is have all 

students right before class 

ends take sixty seconds to 

write down the three most 

important concepts cov-

ered during that hour of 

class. Papers are collected 

and read by the instructor 

to see if there is something 

important that students 

fairly consistently misunder-

stood; if so, the instructor 

may revise a lecture, or 

make some other change to 

help improve student learn-

ing. Later, another CAT 

may be used to see if the 

change helped. 

Do MCC faculty use CATS? 

All the time. How do we 

know? Each semester Rich-

ard Doctor, the Collegeõs 

assessment coordinator, 

sends out a òReport Formó 

to all instructors and asks 

them to describe one or 

two examples of using a 

CAT. During the winter 

semester 2009, sixty eight 

full-time instructors (out of 

a possible ninety-seven) 

sent in ninety report 

forms.* Almost all of these 

instructors say they have 

tried to make changes to 

improve student learning. 

Are CATS important? Ab-

solutely. Of all the subjects 

that will be written about in 

our HLC Self-Study Report, 

the longest chapter will be 

about assessing student 

learning. The use of CATS 

is a significant way to illus-

trate that Muskegon Com-

munity College is commit-

ted to improving student 

learning and effective teach-

ing. 

If you are reading this arti-

cle and you are an instruc-

tor, please send your  

òReport Formó to Rich-

ard.Doctor@muskegoncc.e

du or call 777-0308 to get 

the form or ask for help. 

 

By Richard Doctor and  

Anne Meilof, co-chairs HLC 

self-study 

season by wrapping your 

gifts for you. 

 

Again, this year, everything 

is free ! Whether you bring 

in your paper or we pro-

vide the paper for you, eve-

rything is free! We have 

Friday, December 18,  

Monday, December 21 & 

Tuesday, December 22  

11:00 amñ1:00 pm  

Blue & Gold Room  

The Healthy Lifestyle Com-

mittee would like to reduce 

your holiday stress again this 

paper, bows and name 

tagsésorry, no boxes or 

bags. 

So, let us wrap your stress 

away! 

mailto:Richard.Doctor@muskegoncc.edu
mailto:Richard.Doctor@muskegoncc.edu
mailto:Richard.Doctor@muskegoncc.edu


Donate Food & Supplies to Local Animal Shelters! 
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Our economic troubles have 

been hard on the animals, too. 

For National Animal Shelter 

Week, weõre collecting dog/

puppy food, cat/kitten food, cat 

litter, dog chew toys, used (but 

clean) pet beds, blankets, tow-

els, and rugs, and anything else 

that will make their lives a little 

bit better. 

Please drop off any items to 

Julie Weller in Room 1114 

(Stevenson Center, ext. 461), 

by December 18 th .   

Thanks for helpingñand if you 

can, adopt a pet at one of our 

local shelters or rescue 

groups.  

 

Organized by MCCõs  

Healthy Lifestyle Committee      

Submitted by Julie Weller 

Overbrook Theater, Tickets $5 

(MCC) and $10 (PUBLIC). Call 

231-777-0324 for additional 

information. 

ONE WEEKEND ONLY! 

 

MCC COLLEGE SINGERS  

 

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION 

CONCERT, Sunday, December 

13, 7:00 p.m., Immanuel Lu-

theran Church, Muskegon, 

Michigan ð FREE and open to 

the public. 

 

OVERBROOK THEATER 

AUDITIONS  

 

Auditions for the Oscar Wilde 

comedy, THE IMPORTANCE 

OF BEING EARNEST, directed 

by Tom Harryman, will be held 

at the Overbrook Theater on 

Wednesday and Thursday, De-

cember 9 & 10, 2009 at 6:00 

p.m. Those interested in audi-

tioning may check out a script 

at the CPA office (deposit $5). 

This òtrivial play for serious peo-

pleó will run February 17 ð 21, 

2010; auditions will consist of 

readings from the script. 

 

MCC DANCE DEPART-

MENT  

Announcesé 

Overbrook Dance Theater in Con-

FAREWELL Dr. Carlo 

Spataro  

Long time Faculty Member re-

tires after 44 years at MCC 

Please join us as we honor Dr. 

Spataro with a Retirement Re-

ception. 

Thursday, December 10 

 3:00 ð 5:00 p.m. 

Overbrook Theater & Lobby 

 

OVERBROOK ART GAL-

LERY  

 

THE ART OF SCOTT 

ROSEMA  ð Nationally known 

comic book artist exhibits fin-

ished illustrations and working 

drawings in connection to 

MCCõs new video game design 

certificate program Exhibit 

Opens: November 9 ð Decem-

ber 16 - Gallery Hours ð 9:00 

a.m. ð 4:00 p.m. weekdays with 

special weekend hours during 

MCC Theater performance of 

"Itõs a Wonderful Life: A Live 

Radio Playó ð December 2 ð 6 

- For more information, call 231

-777-0324 

 OVERBROOK THEATER  

 

Itõs A Wonderful Life: A 

Live Radio Play by Joe 

Landry  ð Wednesday ð Satur-

day, December 2 - 5, 7:30 p.m., 

Sunday, December 6, 3:00 p.m., 

cert 25!  This Yearõs theme òYou 

& Meó 

AUDITIONS: 

Held in MCCõs Performing 

Arts Studio Room 262 

Monday, December 7  

 5:30-6:00 Open audition for 

Dancers interested in being in 

MCC dance instructor, Sarah 

Powellõs dance 

6:15-9:00pm Choreographers 

with their dancers 

Tuesday, December 8 

6:00 ð 9:00pm Choreographers 

with their dancers 

MCC and community dancers 

and choreographers welcome. 

Have 1 minute choreographed 

to show judges, along with your 

ideas, music, and lyrics 

PERFORMANCES DATES: 

APRIL 9 ð 11, 2010 

To reserve an audition day & 

time, call 231-777-0324. Ques-

tions? Call Cathy 231-777-0618 

OR Email cathy.gamby-

weideman@muskegoncc.edu 

 
Submitted by Julie Solowy 

Creative & Performing Arts 

mailto:cathy.gamby-weideman@muskegoncc.edu
mailto:cathy.gamby-weideman@muskegoncc.edu
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Save IE Favorites and Back Them Up! 
Save your ghost stories and haunted houses. Let's talk about a real nightmare: losing all 

your internet favorites. I don't know about you, but I have a lot of these. They're organ-

ized by subject: photography, writing, travel, friends, online 'zines, crafts, stores, humor 

sites, podcast pages and directories, sports, webcomics, cool stuff I plan to afford some-

day but like drooling over now, you name it. If they were lost in a computer crash, I'd 

never find them all again. 

Here's a simple way to save all of your favorites. In Internet Explorer, go to File  and 

click the Import/Export...  option. The Wizard window will appear (spooky!). Choose 

Export Favorites  and click Next . 

 

Click the top folder Favorites  to select them all and pick the destination for your new 

backup favorites file. Save it to your My Documents  folder or Desktop  with a unique 

name like "favebackup1.htm" to help distinguish it from any other program's bookmark 

files on your system. 

Back up a spare copy of the file by saving it on a flash memory device, CD, DVD or zip 

disk, just like the rest of your important information! 

There are no sources in the current document.  (Fisher) 

Fisher, C. (n.d.). WORLDSTART.COM. Retrieved 11 25, 2009, from WorldStart.com : 

http://www.worldstart.com/tips/tips.php/1954 

 

Submitted by Mindy Stevens 

 

Backup a  

spare copy of 

the file by  

saving it on a 

flash memory 

device, CD, 

DVD, or  

zip disk  

http://www.worldstart.com/tips/tips.php/547
http://www.worldstart.com/tips/tips.php/547
http://www.worldstart.com/tips/tips.php/1908
http://www.worldstart.com/tips/tips.php/779
http://www.worldstart.com/tips/tips.php/1954

