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Summary 
Chair VanSingel and members of the Higher Education and Community Colleges Subcommittee 
of the Michigan House Appropriations Committee, on behalf of the Board of Trustees, faculty, 

staff and 7,000 students of Muskegon Community College, it is a singular honor to present to 

you today. Moreover, as incoming Chair of the Michigan Community College Association and as 
Chair of the MCCA Presidents Committee, I hope to share valuable insights as you navigate 

these challenging times. As a fiscal analyst many years ago with the Senate Fiscal Agency, I 

understand the challenges facing you and your staff and appreciate the opportunity to share 
information about my college and the community college movement. Today, I am presenting 

these remarks to share my perspective on how COVID-19 has impacted MCC and the higher 

education sector. Please feel free to contact me as per my contact information below.  
 

COVID-19 Generally. The COVID-19 Pandemic has disrupted the fabric of our society.  It has 

disrupted the way that we work, play, and learn.  While efforts are underway to produce an 
effective therapy and vaccine, we are still at least months away from either.  As President of 

Muskegon Community College and as Chair of the Michigan Community College Association’s 

President’s Committee, I see firsthand what colleges in Michigan are doing to adjust. 
 

The MCCA represents tens of thousands of staff and over 400,000 students during any given 

year.  Our most important task is to assure that we engender an environment that is, most 
importantly, healthy and safe.  

 

Reopening of Campuses. I would argue that reopening campuses is somewhat of a misnomer.  
We never shut down.  Having personally taught online/remotely for 20 years and having written 

three books and numerous academic articles on the topic of online teaching and learning, I can 

attest that many of my colleagues were doing so many years ago. MCC and community colleges: 
 

• Communicated broadly with our students, employees and community 

• Quickly transitioned to online/remote learning 

• Enhanced the health and safety profiles of our campuses 

• Cemented relationships with health partners 

• Developed plans for this new normal 

 

Muskegon Community College activated a partnership with HWC, Mercy Health Partners, 

Region 6, and the Muskegon County Health Department to transform our newly opened 
Health and Wellness Center into an emergency hospital. 

 



2 
 

Fiscal Environment – What Do We Need? 

• Fiscal Support.  Based upon the most recent HFA, SFA, and DTMB estimates, State GF 

and SAF revenues are expected to decline by over $3 billion for the coming fiscal year.  
This translates into a reduction of 17 percent or $1.7 million for Muskegon Community 

College and similar reductions for sister institutions. 

• Student Engagement Support. While community college enrollments are typically 

countercyclical, this is not bearing out to be the case this time. MCC is showing a 

negative 10 percent thus far for fall, with schools showing up to a 41 percent reduction 
in enrollments.   
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