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DEMOGRAPHIC AND ECONOMIC PROJECTIONS

August 2009
The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission (WMSRDC) is releasing its
official demographic and economic projections for Lake, Mason, Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana,
and Northern Ottawa Counties for the years 2010 through 2035 (population) and 2009 through
2013 (employment).
Please note the following:

e Population projections are based on trends only and do not consider projected economic
development.

e Population projections are developed at the county level. As a result of this, in-county
migration from urban to non-urban areas may be understated.

 Economic and population projections are most accurate in the earliest forecasts listed.

e Population projections are shown for Northern Ottawa County and economic projections
were not derived for Northern Ottawa County.

Population Projection Methodology

The population forecasts were developed using variations of the traditional cohort survival
technique of population forecasting and historical trends. This method examines trends in
population as provided by the U.S. Census Bureau.

To determine the population forecasts for each township, city, and village (local unit), the
Proportional Forecasting Technigue was used. This technigue involves calculating each local
unit's population as a percentage of the total county population for a recent representative year
in which data is available. This proportion for each local unit is applied to the county level
projections, which are provided by the U.S. Census Bureau, to arrive at local unit projections.
Caution is advised at the local unit projection level because these projections may not account
for in and out migration.

Employment Projection Methodology

The employment projections are by place of employment (not residence), and are based on data
from the Regional Economic Information System (REIS) published by the U.S. Department of
Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis and the Michigan Department of Career
Development/Employment Services Agency, Labor Market Analysis Section.

The projection methodology utilizes past trends, existing economic activity, and anticipated
growth to estimate employment totals for each county for the years 2009 through 2013. The
county totals are also separated into specific economic sectors.
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